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can be preserved."    The author thinks it too diffuse and    ,; will not publish.    Hallam answers that, since his is " the
only printed copy of the * Lover's Tale,' he shall make a    * fortune by lending it out at five shillings a head."    One
day he reads " OEnone " to his father, who " seems to     j like Juno's speech, but is called away in the middle of Venus'," so the friends do not obtain the great man's
criticism.                                                                              '
Meanwhile the colloquial critic of Blackwood, " Chris-     \
topher North," had delivered his judgment on Poems,     :
chiefly Lyrical in a comically aggressive  though  not     ! wholly unfriendly article1.
The following two letters were written by Arthur     *
Hallam about this review, and the poems which were     !
to appear in the volume of 1832:                                      (
{Undated.]             '
Professor Wilson has thought fit to have a laugh at you and your critics, amongst whom so humble a thing as myself, has      ;* not, as you will perceive, escaped.    I suppose one ought to feel      ; very savage at being attacked, but somehow I feel much more amused.    He means well I take it, and as he has extracted      -nearly your whole book, and has in his soberer mood spoken in      ? terms as high as I could have used myself of some of your best poems, I think the review will assist rather than hinder the march of your reputation.    They little know the while that you      f despise the false parts of your volume quite as vehemently as your censors can, and with purer zeal, because with better knowledge.                                                                                     /
April io//j, 1832.
I don't know that you ought to publish this spring, but I shall never be easy or secure about your MSS until I see       \ them fairly out of your control.    The Ballad of "The Sisters" was very popular at Cambridge.    Indeed  it is very perfect. Monteith showed his ignorance by wishing the murdering lady
1 For example in the criticism of the song entitled " The Owl," he says, "Alfred is as an owl: all that he wants is to be shot, stuffed and stuck into a glass case, to be made immortal in a museum."    (BLackwood^s Mag.        \ Vol. xxxi.)